I N THE SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARI ZONA
N AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARI COPA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADM NI STRATI ON )

OF THE MUNI Cl PAL COURT OF THE ) ADM NI STRATI VE
ORDER
CITY OF TEMPE, ARIZONA ) NO. 94-012

)

BACKGROUND AND PRELUDE TO ORDER

On February 3, 1994, former Presiding City Court Judge
Stephen Mrretti resigned. As a result of information
al | egi ng possi bl e wongdoing involving operation of the Tenpe
Muni ci pal Court, on that date, the Attorney General and the
Department of Public Safety took physical control of the Tenpe
Muni ci pal Court.

On February 4, 1994, by Adm nistrative Order 94-8, the
Ari zona Supreme Court ordered the Presiding Judge of Maricopa
County to take constructive possession of all books and
records of the Tenpe Municipal Court and to allow Stephen
Mrretti on the premses only wth the approval of the
Presi di ng Judge.

Since February 3, 1994, the Attorney General and the
Depart nent of Public Safety have been conducting an
investigation which, at least in part, pertains to the
activities of Stephen Mrretti while he was Presiding City
Court Judge.

Since February 4, 1994, the Admnistrative Ofice of the
Courts has been conducting a review of the accounting and
adm nistrative procedures of the Tenpe Miunicipal Court with a
goal of inplenmenting, wth approval of the Presiding Judge
such changes as may be necessary to nmamintain the proper
i ndependent operation and integrity of the Tenpe Minicipal
Court.

On February 4, 1994, the Presiding Judge gave direction
to all City Court enployees that they were to have no contact,
direct or indirect, with Stephen Mrretti. A like direction
was given to Terry Zerkle, City Manager, relative to city
enpl oyees.

On February 7, 1994, the "no contract” directive was
nodified to allow Stephen Mrretti to be able to conplete
docunments necessary for his "out-processing” with the City of
Tenpe.



The operation of the Tenpe  Mini ci pal Cour t has
essentially returned to its normal routine except as the AOC
review and a new Presiding Judge have caused necessary changes
and except as individuals have been interviewed pertaining to
the investigation by the Attorney Ceneral.

ADM NI STRATI VE ORDER 94-012
February 14, 1994 Page Two (2)

It appears that the investigation of the Attorney
Ceneral's Ofice and the Departnent of Public Safety continues
with reasonable intensity.

G ven all of the foregoing, which nust continue to be
taken into consideration in daily functioning of the Court and
by court enployees and the City and by city enployees, it is
reasonable to rescind the directive about no contact, direct
or indirect, with Stephen Mrretti, the foregoing precatory
wor ds havi ng been st at ed.

Accordingly, it is

ORDERED rescinding the directive of the Presiding Judge
on February 4, 1994, that enployees of the Tenpe Minici pal
Court and that enployees of the City of Tenpe have no contact,
direct or indirect, with former Presiding City Court Judge
St ephen Mrretti.

ORDERED, in accordance wth Arizona Suprenme Court
Adm ni strative Order 94-8, that Stephen Mrretti shall not be
all owed on Court prem ses w thout the authorization of Judge
Rose.

DONE ON FEBRUARY 14, 1994

C. Kinball Rose, Presiding Judge
Mar i copa County

Oiginal filed with the Clerk of the Court

CC. Justice Stanley G Fel dman



David K. Byers, AQCC

Agnes Felton, AQOC

Mayor Harry Mtchell, City of Tenpe

Terry Zerkle, City Manager

David Merkel, City Attorney

M chael Cudahy, O fice of Attorney Ceneral
dynn Gl crease



